Many staff members continue to contribute writings of general interest to 
Pacific Discovery. Dr. Robert C. Miller, Director of the Academy; Benjamin 
Draper, Executive Producer of “Science in Action”; Boris Malkin, Research As- 
sociate; Dr. Ross; A. S. Getten, designer of the planetarium projector; J. Wyatt 
Durham, Recording Secretary; Dr. Herald; Mr. Howell; and Don Greame 
Kelley, Editor of PD, have written for the magazine in late issues. 

This round-up is by no means exhaustive, but it shows something of the work 
that is done in the research departments. 


SEMICENTENNIAL FOR ENTOMOLOGISTS 


Tue Paciric Coast Entomovocicar Society celebrated its semicentennial anni- 
versary on Saturday, September 29, with a program and open house at the 
Academy. Dr. Edwin C. Van Dyke, Emeritus Curator of Entomology, was one 
of the few charter members present. Dr. Elwood C. Zimmerman, of Hawaii, 
was the principal speaker. 


MusreuM CONFERENCE 


As Host to the Western Museums Conference on October 5, the Academy had 
an opportunity to return the hospitality enjoyed in other outstanding museums 
of this region. Guests were welcomed by fellow workers in the exhibits and 
research departments; the new building, exhibits, and equipment were displayed. 
The May Treat Morrison Auditorium is proving its value for conferences as 
well as for regular Academy meetings. 

Saturday sessions, October 6, were held in the San Francisco Museum of Art 
and in the California Palace of the Legion of Honor. 


SATURDAY Movies 


MovVIEs WILL BE GIVEN every Saturday morning beginning at 10:30 on October 20 
with a program on “National Parks of the West.” Following Saturdays will 
feature programs on “Conservation,” October 27; “Alaska,” November 3; “The 
Story of Steel,” November 10; and “Brazil and the Amazon,” November 17. 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Norice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council has approved 
the applications of Mr. Benjamin Draper, Mr. Robert P. Getz, Dr. Jay N. Holli- 
day, Mr. Ted A. Schroth, and Mrs. Dorothy Weiss for ReguLAak MEMBERSHIP, 
and for Joan Drechsler and Brian Gross for Srup—ENr MEmBeERsHIP in the Cali- 
fornia Academy of Sciences. If no objection to the election of these applicants be 
received at the office of the Academy within two weeks after October 10, they 
will be considered elected. 


NoveEMBER LECTURE 


Howarp L. Ortans will present films in color on the subject, “Lakelore,” at the 
Academy's monthly meeting, November 15, at 8 p. m. 
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October Announcement 


Tue recucar Ocroser MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be 
held in the May Treat Morrison Auditorium in the Academy’s Hall of Science, 
Golden Gate Park, on Wednesday, October 17, at 8 o'clock. Francis P. Farquhar 
will present natural-color movies and slides on 


FRIENDLY PEopLE AROUND THE WorLD 


Mr. Farquhar, the President of the Academy, is an observant traveler, nat- 
uralist and photographer, as he demonstrated in a round-the-world flight in 
April, May and June of this year. With Mrs. Farquhar our President visited 
the exotic cities of Bangkok, Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Baghdad, Delphi and 
others. He has caught on film for us vistas of Mount Kangchenjunga, Mount 
Everest and Mount Olympus. Oriental market places and temples; peasant huts 
and palaces; Siamese, Hindus, Moslems, Tibetans, Nepalis, Lepchas, Bhutanese, 
Sherpas, Sikhs, Kurds, Bedouins, Iraquis, Lebanese, and Greeks were encoun- 
tered and photographed. And everywhere he found friendliness and helpfulness. 
Lunching with a Prince and Princess, having tea with a Rajah and Rani, dining 
with a doctor in Kurdistan, meeting in conference with the Club Alpin Helli- 
nique, the Farquhars experienced the same human warmth and _ hospitality 
though the nationalities and customs varied widely. This thread of friendship 
and good will may be expected throughout Mr. Farquhar’s account of his colorful 
world tour. 

PLANETARIUM PRocREss 


Tie PLANETARIUM CONSOLE Which will house the control panels arrived at the 
Academy recently. It is about the size and shape of a large pipe organ console, 
and will serve much the same purpose. The operator, seated at the keyboard 
(with dials and switches for keys) will play the visual music of the spheres from 
the presto of Mercury to the largo of Saturn, thematic variation of the moon, 
and the solemn march of the precession of the equinoxes. . 

The operator will have terrestrial music and recorded lectures at hand for the 
mood and explanation required. 

Please do not ask to see the work in progress nor to interview staff members 
engaged in the work. Every hour taken from their work will further delay the 
opening of the planetarium. But the task of making a large planetarium pro- 
jector which will operate electronically and equal or better the performance of 
the great Zeiss projectors is well an its way toward success. 

Leon Salanave, astronomer, of Sacramento Junior College, has computed the 
differential for 3,900 stars. He is working with Professor Paul Morton and the 
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University of California Computing Bureau, in preparing 6,000 punch card 
calculations for these stars—allowing for overlap. This is necessary to assure 
accuracy of the star patterns in the projector. 


Bethlehem Pacific Coast Steel Corporation is machining the castings for the 
large, hemispherical parts of the projector which will contain the fixed star 
plates, lights and lenses. 


VANDERBILT EXPEDITION RETURNS 


SIX LARGE BARRELS of preserved fishes from Palmyra and Christmas Islands were 
brought back to the Academy from the George Vanderbilt Pacific Equatorial 
Expedition of 1951 by Dr. Earl S. Herald, Curator of Aquatic Biology, and 
Robert R. Harry, Aquatic Biologist. Dr. Herald estimates that the collection 
represents 126 species to be added to the 77 species previously reported from 
Palmyra. Classifying the 2,143 selected specimens and describing new species 
will occupy our ichthyologists for some time—at least until next spring when, 
Mr. Vanderbilt announces, his yacht Proneer will sail to French Polynesia in 
another phase of the expedition. 


STAFF PAPERS 


Many sciENntTIFIC papers have been written by members of the Academy staff and 
published in recent months. Dr. Robert T. Orr, Curator of Birds and Mammals, 
reports on a whale new to the Pacific in The Wasmann Journal of Biology, and 
“Observations on the Birds of Northeastern Idaho” in the Academy Proceedings. 
Dr. G. Dallas Hanna, Curator of Paleontology, writes on Alaska fur seals ob- 
served off San Francisco in the Journal of Mammalogy. 

Dr. Edward S. Ross, Curator of Entomology, has recently had papers on 
Embioptera in The Wasmann Journal of Biology, the Proceedings of the Ha- 
waian Entomological Society, and the Annals and Magazine of Natural History. 

John Thomas Howell, Curator of Botany, has written on Sierran plants— 
Cryptantha circumscissa, sedges, “The Arctic-Alpine Flora of Three Peaks in 
the Sierra Nevada,” and “Stivers Lupine in Plumas County”—in recent issues 
of Leaflets of Western Botany. Dr. Thomas H. Kearney, Research Associate, has 
had papers on the Mallow family in the same publication. Elizabeth McClintock, 
Assistant Curator of Botany, has written on tamarisks, small-flowered fuchsias, 
and Erica canaliculata in the Journal of the California Historical Society, and 
on “Saxifragaceae in Flora of Panama” for the Missouri Botanical Garden 
Annual. 

Dr. Earl S. Herald, Curator of Aquatic Biology, with William Ellis Ripley, 
has written on the “Relative Abundance of Sharks and Bat Stingrays in San 
Francisco Bay” in California Fish and Game, and he has reported on “Pseudo 
Fins on the Caudal Peduncle of Juvenile Scumboids” in the same publication. 

Dr. Leo G. Hertlein, Associate Curator of Paleontology, and the late A. M: 
Strong, Research Associate, have published part 10 of their report on “Mollusks 
from the West Coast of Mexico and Central America” in Zoologica of the New 
York Zoological Society. Dr. Hertlein has also written a paper on a new species 
of Pelecypod in the Texas Journal of Science. 
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